
Year 5 Arithmetic Expectations

How to support Year 5 expectation How to extend
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The use of counters in columns 
helps the children understand the 

steps of addition

“We exchange 10 tens for 1 
hundred”

Any 6-digit number add any 
6-digit number

Answer is called the 
sum

Missing number calculations

Multi-step word problems

Parameter questions

Always, sometimes, never true

Systematic thinking questions

Represent answers in 3 
different visual formats
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1. Reduce the number of 
digits

2. Use of counters and 
columns

Any 6-digit number subtract any 
6-digit number

Answer is called the difference
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Multiply numbers by a 1-digit 
number. 

These 2 calculations would 
help a child understand the 2-

digit multiplication to the 
right.

Any 4-digit number multiplied 
by any 2-digit number

Answer is called the 
Product
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1. Choose numbers with 
no exchanges 

2. Use dots and groups to help 
the children divide

Any 4-digit number divided by 
any 1-digit  number, with 

remainders

Answer is called the 
quotient
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Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

5,291 ÷ 4

4 5 2 9 1

1 3 2 2
1 1

r3

= 1,322 r3
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